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Okay, so by now you have realised that the children God has 

given you are amazingly different.  Inevitably, one will be the 

studious one, while the other will be sporty etc. Finding the 

balance to cater to all of your children isnõt always easy, but 

here is some good news é communication will be one of the 

keys to your success in managing those activities that your 

children want to be involved in week in and week out.  

Angela home educates her two        
children. The youngest is her 10yr 
old daughter, Taila. Her son is 12yrs 
old and his name is Jakob. 

Taila is a bubbly, happy girl, who 
loves athletic and sporting pursuits.  
She is really interested in horse        
riding and she will tell you that when 
she grows up she is going to be a 
Vet nurse. 

Jakob is quiet, and he enjoys his 
PS4 on weekends or pulling down 
old mowers and putting them back 
together.  He enjoys playing his        
guitar and isnôt sure what profession 
he is interested in. 

When Angela began Distance            
Education, she discovered that Taila 
was quick to finish her tasks,            
because she wanted to be outside 
to run and play on her gym set.  
While Jakob was slower and           
methodical and maybe sometimes 
procrastinating on some tasks. 

Frustrations were high for everyone.  
Angela almost gave up, and called 
her Distance Education Support 
Teacher to say home education 
wasnôt working for their family.                              

It was a good thing that she did call, 
because the Support Teacher was 
able to offer her some things to try. 

Some of the advice was: 

1. Sit down and discuss as a 
family what areas are the most 
frustrating in the day, to listen 
and try to understand from 
each others perspective. 

2. Clearly communicate that at 
times each person will need to 
support the other, even if this 
means sacrificing their own 
time. 

3. Learn to be more flexible. 

4. Understand that the rewards 
for being flexible, patient and 
not procrastinating comes in 
many forms. 

5. Plan the week on a visual   
diary so each child could see 
how time has been allocated 
fairly for their specific after 
school pursuits.  
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Angela also took on board some 
other advice provided by the       
Support Teacher and included field 
trips to the Riverside campus, so the 
children could compete in various 
sporting carnivals, including the        
annual equestrian competition.           
Attending Workshop Days, that are 
designed to be more hands on and 
subject specific activities.  

Taila loved getting into the Science 
Lab and going out to the College 
Farm.  Jakob enjoys his time down 
at the Manual Arts department and 
music sessions. Jakob has made 
friends with another boy, who also is 
a Distance Education student with 
similar interests and they stay in 
touch.  They canôt wait for the next 
Distance Education Camp to catch 
up again. 

Now each sibling has learned to    
respect their differences and are 
supportive of the other. 

Angelaôs weekly calendar keeps the 
activities for each child visible and 
when Jakob needs time out for his 
guitar tutor, he knows Taila will have 
her time for her weekly athletics 
training. 

 

By: Sharon Carl 

 

 


